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Suppressed Document 


A suppressed War Department 
report, obtained by the Senate 
Armed Forces Committee, and 
which finally got some attention 
in the press, reveals that the Army 
and Navy needlessly wasted hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars on the 
procurement of war supplies. 

Although prepared in January 
by Lieut. Gen. Leroy Lutes, pro- 
curement director (G-4) of the 
Army, the document was pigeon- 
holed on White House orders. Like 
many other important documents 
and bodies of information the mat- 
erial was suppressed to protect 
politicians of both parties. Last 
week, however, the Senate Com- 
mittee demanded the report after 
sharp Navy and Marine Corps 
attacks on the pending armed ser- 
vices unification bill. 

This suppressed report by Gen- 
eral Lutes charges that “duplica- 
tion and lack of coordination in 
supply activities of the Army and 
Navy during the years 1942 
through 1945 cost the United 
States an estimated $1,150,000,000. 
This great sum does not include 
gasoline, oil and lubricant pur- 
chases. 

Entitled “Unified Logistics Sup- 
port of the United States Armed 
Services,” the report is meticu- 
lously objective dnd impartial. It 
makes no defense of either the 
Army or Navy but is rather a criti- 
cal analysis of both services in the 
interest of combining procurement 
systems to increase efficiency and 
economy. 

A Question of Survival 

“We are certain,” the report de- 
clares, “that the material demands 
of any future war will not be less 
than those of the last. It may be- 
come then, a simple matter of sur- 
vival. Whether we use our resourc- 
es efficiently or not, may very well 
be the determining factor between 
victory and defeat.” 

General Lutes calls attention to 
wasteful duplications that ran into 
hundreds of millions of dollars, 
stating that $201,000,000 could 
have been saved if medical facili- 
ties and personnel had been con- 
solidated. He further listed losses 
of $80,730,000 in duplicating port 
installations; $22,500,000 in over- 
lapping staging area operations; 

(continued on next page) 





HE REASON. “The instinct and practice of poli- 
ticians and diplomats ‘to withhold the truth or 
sugar-coat it lavishly with untruths or evasions’ is still 
heavily obstructing any real evaluation of events in 
foreign policy, Arthur Krock, chief Washington corre- 
spondent of The New York Times, recently told 500 
teachers in an educators’ conference. 
“The result is,’ said Mr. Krock, ‘that people do 
not know what they are really being asked to do until 
it is done.’ ” 


There you have from one of America’s top flight news- 
paper men the reason for BETWEEN THE Lines! Get the truth 
—remove the sugar coating—that is the task of this special in- 
formation service to the Christian layman. A 7000 word report, 
condensed, to the point, concerning vital issues affecting every- 
one’s life, published twice a month from September to May and 
monthly through June, July and August,—for only $1 a year! 
If you want to do something tangible toward a better world, 
a Christian world,—here is one definite way you can do some- 
thing,—interest others in BETWEEN THE LINEs,—give them 
your copy to read—send in their subscriptions. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


"THE KING OF ENGLAND has asked the British people to set 

aside July 6th as “‘a national day of prayer and dedication to God 
in view of the tasks and duties which the nation is called to meet.” 
The statement issued by the King was accompanied by statements 
issued jointly by the heads of the churches of England, that the day 
may be used also by the nation “to repent of irreligion and live up to 
the ten commandments.” The inside story of these proclamations is 
the fear that England will be in the depths of the worst economic 
crisis in her history by this coming July. If the desperately hungry 
and harassed English people can take a day out for repentence and re- 
dedication,—couldn’t fat, booming, overflowing America also pray 
that day,—prayers of repentence for our selfishness and a re-dedica- 
tion of our wealth? England and America praying together such 
prayers on one day! A few days like that sincerely carried out, and 
we'd see something happen in the world besides hunger, hatred and 
fear. 


 ewtrenet INDICTMENT. The Council of Bishops of the 
“Methodist Church, the most influential voice of the largest religious 
body in America, has come out in a clear cut indictment of Roman 
Catholic policy as it is enforced throughout. the world. Most news- 
papers and radios suppressed this report. The Methodist Bishops 
bring the charge, which can easily*and abundantly be substantiated, 
that while the Catholic hierarchy in America speaks much of religious 
freedom, they pursue a program of persecution and abuse against all 
Protestants wherever the Catholic church has the power to do so. 
(continued on next page) 


G.I.’s and Unions 


During the war, the press and 
radio were filled with reports that 
the service men were becoming 
very anti-labor and anti-union. Be- 
tween The Lines frequently warned 
its readers that these reports were 
grossly exaggerated and often en- 
tirely false. An admission of this 
has now come even from business 
circles. Business Week, one of 
America’s large business publica- 
tions, recently said “Instead of 
returning with anti-union leanings, 
veterans generally have fitted eas- 
ily into trade union membership 
and peacetime employment.” The 
magazine reported that some anti- 
labor employers had depended on 
the veterans to help weaken the 
unions, but this has proved to be 
a false hope. Almost none of the 
millions of G. I.’gs returning to 
industrial ranks have permitted 
themselves to be drafted as strike 
breakers. In fact, quite to the con- 
trary, many veterans have greatly 
strengthened the militant trends 
of local unions toward strikes and 
demonstrations. The Business 
Week article continued, ‘Predic- 
tions that veterans would reject 
unionism have been proved ground- 
less in many collective bargaining 
elections.” Actually the industries 
employing the most veterans have 
witnessed the most rapid growth 


in union strength during recon- 
version. 


Chaplains for Industry 


Rhode Island church circles are 
watching a challenging experiment 
in industrial and Christian social 
relations inaugurated by the Bristol 
(R.I.) Maufacturing Co. This or- 
ganization has appointed Dale E. 
Dutton, pastor of the Central Bap- 
tist Church, as “Vice-President of 
Christian Relations.” Dr. Dutton’s 
instructions are “Do good for 
God.” He will head up a program 
that will include plant chaplaincy, 
personnel and extension services, 
it ig announced by his employers, 
Maurice and William Smith, who 
are paying the minister a salary 
and appropriating an expense fund 
that will run from $20,000 to a 
possible $100,000 a year. In addi- 
tion to religious services in and 
near the plant, and his duties as 


(continued on next page) 








Suppressed Document 
(continued) 


$17,700,000 in Pacific storage fa- 
cilities; $30,000,000 in communica- 
tion costs; and $2,000,000 per de- 
pot on numerous adjacent depots 
in the United States and abroad. 
This report also estimates sav- 
ings of $62,000,000 if medical sup- 
plies procurement had been com- 
bined; $6,000,000 annually by the 
consolidation of post exchange 
and ship’s store operation, and 
$8,700,000 if transport maintain- 
ance and repair had been unified. 


Railroad Monopoly 


The Federal government recently 
started trial of its anti-trust suit 
against Western railroads by de- 
claring this to be “the most far- 
reaching concentration of monop- 
oly power thus far known to law.” 
In spite of its significance, the 
press and radio have given little 
attention to the trial—for obvious 
reasons. 

Targets of the action were 47 
Western railroads, the Western 
Assn. of Railroad Executives, the 
Assn. of American Railroads, the 
New York financial houses of J. 
P. Morgan & Co., and Kuhn, Loeb 
& Co., and 89 individuals, includ- 
ing bankers, brokers, industrial 
financiers, etc. 

Co-conspirators named include 
several large oil and steel com- 
panies who are all tied up together 
behind the scenes in Wall St. 

The case is being directed per- 
sonally by Assistant Attorney 
General Wendell Berge, whose 
opening statement described the 
group as a “combination and con- 
spiracy” functioning as a govern- 
ment and a law unto itself. Spe- 
cific charges are: (1) restraint of 
trade and commerce in transpor- 
tation and (2.) monopolization of 
rail transportation. 


Under Oollective Control 

Mr. Berge stated that this was 
done through agreements and un- 
derstandings which “subjected the 
entire railroad industry to a com- 
mon collective control.” 

The bill of particulars charged 


that through “such agreements 
and understandings,” the defen- 
dants have: 

Eliminated competition be- 


tween railroads. 

Ganged up on rival forms of 
transportation to choke off com- 
petition. 

Formed alliances with major 
industrial groups “for the pur- 
pose of eliminating competitive 
influences in both transportation 
and industry.” 

Evaded the “statutory scheme 
of regulation” and openly defied 
the anti-trust laws. 

Created “private mechanisms” 
to rig and manipulate rateg ar- 
bitrarily and assumed power 
which Congress has not seen fit 
to entrust even to the ICC, and 
the so-called Western agree- 
ment—which prevented or de- 
layed lower rates and improve- 
ments and which discriminated 
against the West. 

Mr. Berge further argued that 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Stated the Bishops: “We are aware of the denials of re- 
ligious liberty in many countries where Government, at the 
insistence of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, has passed legis- 
lation seriously limiting the freedom of other religious 
bodies. 

“We refer particularly to the Argentine, where law now 
requires the teaching of the Roman Catholic religion even 
in the schools of the Protestant churches. 

“The situation in Italy and Spain denies to Protestants 
religious freedom which Protestants in the United States de- 
sire the Roman Catholics to enjoy. 

“These denials of religious liberty are made at the very 
moment that protestations of belief in democracy are made 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the United States and 
demands for the public support of parochial enunciation are 
advocated as a contribution to the morality essential to free- 
dom. 

“We stand for religious freedom everywhere and believe 
the Roman Catholic Church should cease to misinform the 
American people by affirmations of loyalty to democratic 
ideals when deliberately denying religious freedom wher- 
ever it has power to do so. 

“A simple rule might guide all of us as we face the issue 
of religious liberty, and that is to do unto others as we 
would be done by.” 


(COMMUNISM LOSING GROUND. A few months ago commu- 

nism was a rising tide of threat in Latin America. Great relief 
is being felt throughout the democratic world with the evidences that 
this tide is washing out. The Communists have lost the tight grip 
they had gained on the Chilean government; they are facing an ab- 
solute ban in Brazil and have been losing their control over Cuban 
workers’ organizations. 

In France a few months ago the Communists had worked them- 
selves into a strong position in coalition with the Socialists. But the 
Socialists have recently become stronger in their cooperation with the 
moderate conservatives and have been able to push the Communists 
out of a center position. What happens in Chile and Brazil influences 
all of Latin America. What happens in France greatly influences all 
of western Europe. 

The danger in America is the misinterpretation of these trends 
in terms of a swing-back toward capitalism as we know it . . . which 
is unfortunately far from the truth. The swing is away from commu- 
nism in France but towards socialism, as now existing in England, Un- 
fortunately in Latin America, the swing is toward a repetition of the 
powerful state-fascism along the lines of the Peron-Argentine pattern. 


[NDUSTRIALISTS PROTECTED. The war ended two years ago 
. . . hundreds of the cheap gangsters and hoodlums of the nazi 


party have been tried and sentenced. Only now is there a feeble at- - 


tempt being made to bring the big German industrialists to trial for 
their all-important part in backing and financing Hitler and his di- 
abolical program. These trials have been delayed by the pressure of 
world-wide business interests which for generations have been asso- 
ciated with the great German industrialists. At present some rather 
small industrialists are being brought up for trial, but very little pub- 
licity is appearing in contrast to the fanfare that accompanied the 
other nazi trials. 

The American Army occupational forces are promising that the 
big names like Krupp and others will be brought up later, but many 
tips have been received from American officers in Germany that the 
pressure against bringing the big industrial figures to trial is so great 
it is doubtful whether it will ever be done. 

For instance, Fritz Thyssen, German Catholic industrial magnate 
who confessed helping Hitler to power in his book, “I Paid Hitler,” 
was released from United States custody last February following a de- 
cision not to try him before a war crimes court! So the pressure is 
not all industrial. You will remember how von Papen, a Papal count, 
was freed from the Nuremberg trials that condemned Goering and 
dozens of other nazis, none of whom had any closer ties to Hitler 
than did von Papen. 





Chaplains for Industry 
(continued) 


plant chaplain, Dr. Dutton will 
work toward developing a closer 
understanding between business 
officials, workers, citizens and the 
churches. Dr. Dutton’s overall as- 
signment will be to serve as “a 
clergyman employed by industry 
to do good as he is led to do it,” 
but it is expected that new ave- 
nues of service will open up. 


Railroad Monopoly 
(continued) 


under the agreement, final control 
of rates and practices rested not 
with the Western railroads them- 
selves but with a committee of di- 
rectors in New York. 

It is feared in Dept. of Justice 
anti-trust circles that this trial 
may be the last effort of progres- 
sive elements in the government to 
curb big business monopolies—for 
some time at least. This is because 
of the efforts that present Con- 
gressional leaders, many of whom 
are the spokesmen of large in- 
vestment interest, are making to 
cripple the Dept. of Justice by cur- 
tailment of appropriations and at- 
tempts to force the Department’s 
attention away from monopoly 
suits against Wall St. interests. 


Right Wing Protests 


If you feel that these reports on 
monopoly are just “left of center” 
talk, you should hear what multi- 
millionaire Robert R. Young has 
to say! Mr. Young, himself an in- 
dependent banker, has been fight- 
ing the control of the country’s 
railroads by Wall St. houses. In 
commenting on his recent an- 
nouncement of a 100 million dol- 
lar improvement program for the 
three railroads he directs, he se- 
verely condemned the Wall St. 
control of America’s transporta- 
tion system for railroad “monop- 
oly.” 

Mr. Young stated that his spend- 
ing announcement was made for 
the purpose of “refuting monop- 
olists who think that a.1906 Pull- 
man car is modern and who can 
see no future in the railroad busi- 
ness” but to squeeze out more 
profit from out of date equipment. 

“If every other railroad did as 
much,” he continued, “there would 
be 21,000 passenger cars on order 
today instead of 3,000, and the 
stock market would be predicting 
employment not unemployment.” 

Mr. Young reported that his in- 
terests had bought into the New 
York Central for the purpose, 
among other things, of making 
improvements faster in dining and 
other services and of attacking 
monopoly in ‘its topmost hierar- 
chy.” 

He further stated that the ‘seat 
of all monopoly” in America was 
in the railroads and that he meant 
to break it up through the Fed- 
eration for Railroad Progress, an 
organization of railroad directors 
which he recently organized to 
combat the Wall St. controlled 


American Railroad Assn. 


A Struggle for Power 
“Unfortunately for the security 
(continued on next page) 





Railroad Monopoly 
(continued) 


holders,”’ he continued, ‘‘these rail- 
road monopolists do not aim to 
increase the profit of the railroads. 
Their design is economic and po- 
litical power through strange bed- 
fellows in labor, agriculture, un- 
der the dome of the Capitol, the 
Department of State, the Cabinet 
and the White House. 

“Like gangsters these groups 
constantly struggle for power 
among themselves. Now one, now 
another seems supreme; but you 
can be sure, ag against them, the 
people are always last.” 

Mr. Young stated that the rail- 
road situation threatens economic 
collapse, unemployment and war, 
because it is to the heavy indus- 
tries that economists have always 
looked for full employment and 
the railroads support the heavy 
industries. 

Stating that monopolies mean 
the end of abundance, which is 
assured only through competition, 
he continued, 


Plenty For All 


“Released from abuses and re- 
straints, our productivity can at- 
tain such heights as to not only 
house, feed and motor the hum- 
blest adequately, but to give a 
large measure of leisure, luxury 
and travel as well. 

“Shortages crying to be made 
up are far greater today than they 
were in 1921, on the eve of the 
great boom of the Twenties. Our 
fundamentals are sound. The bun- 
gling of them is atrocious. In Eu- 
rope and Asia it is war rubble that 
invites communism. Here it is in- 
tellectual, political and moral] rub- 
ble.’”’ 


Russian Church News 


Reports continue to reach this 
country giving substantial evi- 
dence that religion is experiencing 
a revival in Russia. While perse- 
cutions continue in some areas un- 
der Soviet control, especially 
where the Roman Catholic church 
has been politically dominant, yet 
in Russia itself religious life con- 
tinues to grow. According to the 
Religious News Service, 3,500 par- 
ishes have been established in the 
last months in the Soviet Union, 
bringing the total to 25,500. Visi- 
tors to Russia report that the 
Russian churches are thronged for 
each service. The services con- 
ducted by Patriarch Alexei over- 
flow the cathedral, despite the fact 
that worshippers have to stand, 
the crowds numbering eight to ten 
thousand at the Orthodox services 
which last four hours, including 
two hours of preaching. 


As For Baptists 


The establishment of new Bap- 
tist seminaries in Russia and the 
reopening of an old theological 
schoo] have recently been author- 
ized, the Religious News Service 
further reports. But there are still 
no Sunday Schools in Russia, since 
the constitution prohibits religious 
instruction for children except in 
the home. 


BEYOND WAR’S DESOLATION 


ee 








AO IO SO 

In a thousand communities all over the earth the miracle of a resur- 
rection is being witnessed. Hospitals, schools, churches in Europe and Asia 
that were shattered by war are rising again. The work of love, broken off 
by the disaster of hatred, is being restored. Those who have escaped the 
physical ravages of war are the ones whose sharing is making this restora- 
tion possible,—and is that not as it should be? The stewardship of good 
fortune cannot operate any other way... those who have been spared, 
helping ‘those who have been hurt. Beyond war's desolation lies the hope 
of a world reborn. Are you doing your part? 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


ettAnrs PLIGHT. The American press tends to interpret the 

present economic plight of Britain as being largely due to the 
great destruction and losses of the war and to infer that this condi- 
tion is now being worsened by the blundering of the Laborite Gov- 
ernment as it proceeds with the nationalization of British industrial 
life. There is also a considerable tendency to imply the approaching 
failure and abandonment of the nationalization program and the re- 
turn of power to the conservatives led by Mr, Churchill. 

Such inferences are far from the truth according to reports by 
anprejudiced observers in England. In this connection it would be 
well to recall that, when Mr. Churchill was still in power, it was prac- 
tically considered an affront to God if any one suggested that the 
eminent prime minister was losing his political hold or that the Em- 
pire was about to break up. 

Yet, at the very time such reports were not permitted to reach 
the American public, the common Englishman was reflecting upon the 
enormous sacrifices being demanded of him to protect an Empire that 
was chiefly the possession of a few very rich men in London. This 
common Englishman was seeking a way whereby England might be 
prepared to face the new day the post-war world would bring. Be- 
cause of this suppression of the truth concerning England’s situation 
at that time, the American public was stunned by the fall of Churchill, 
and has never understood what really happened when the swift and 
epochal changes began to come as Churchill fell and the world’s 
gteatest imperial power suddenly went socialist. 

In view of these misconceptions of the past, the general impres- 
sion now being given the American public that the present economic 
plight of England is due chiefly to war costs and Laborite blundering 
should be boldly challenged. The war cost of course is an important 
factor, but Britain could have recovered if her capitalistic system had 
not been already almost destroyed by the failure of British capitalistic 
leaders to fulfill their obligations to the very system they sought to 
uphold. The Tory conservatives from whom the Laborites inherited 

(continued on next page) 


Behind New Policy 


The American people have forc- 
ed some fairly meaningful changes 
in the Truman policy on Greece 
and Turkey, and have thereby 
shown anew the soundness of the 
democratic process, according to 
Devere Allen, analyist of the 
Worldover Press. It may be argued 
that no real difference exists, but 
unless one goes back to the origin- 
al speech made by the President, 
and notes carefully the steps that 
have been urged and accepted, it 
is hard to realize what genuine 
modifications there have been. 

First of all, the people have dis- 
covered what the real aim of the 
Truman program was. Mr. Allen 
pointed out as early as March 28 
that “The real reason for the 
build-up of a crisis is now clear. 
By putting the heat on Moscow, 
it was hoped that the Russians, 
who have certainly been ornery, 
might be pushed into concessions 
for a more acceptable set-up on 
the Eureopan Continent as a 
whole.” 

Confirmation came _ eventually, 
and the same thesis was later put 
forward by such an able corre- 
spondent as James Reston of the 
New York Times, who wrote on 
April 9 that the President had 
asked Congress to act in a hurry 
because “he felt that Secretary of 
State George C. Marshall would 
then be in a strong position to ne- 
gotiate with Premier Stalin during 
the Moscow conference.” There is, 
however, more to the story than 
this. 


Oil Again 


Mr. Allen believes it to be ap- 
parent now that, before leaving 
for Moscow, Secretary Marshall in- 
formed President Truman that if 
the British evacuation of Greece 
resulted in an outbreak of civil 
war, and if the Communists were 
thus able to take power at Athens, 
the Secretary sincerely expected 
renewed Russian pressure against 
Turkey. In that event, the oil 
interests of the Near East might 
be seriously jeopardized. The Sec- 
retary of State did not differ- 
entiate between actual Communists 
in Greece and the many opposition- 
ists who are not Communists, but 
who are equally bitter against the 
royalist regime. 

President Truman was not as 
stirred up about this as Secretary 
Marshall, who had to deal with 
the problem, thought he should be. 
Therefore, the Secretary of State 
laid on hig aide, Under-Secretary 
Dean Acheson, the responsibility 
of keeping after the President and 
convincing him that a strong move 
would be desirable, and Mr. Tru- 
man cancelled his Caribbean tour, 
hastened back, and made his im- 
portant speech on policy in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

The Truman doctrine thus was 
what Mr. Allen has called it all 
along—not a well-thought-out plan 
or “doctrine” at all, but a hurried 
program, launched partly because 
of the situation inside Greece but 
in greater haste because of the 
Moscow Conference. What gave 
the “doctrine” its dramatic signifi- 


(continued on next page) 








Behind New Policy 


(continued) 

cance was a series of facts involved 
in its impromptu character; it ig- 
nored the United Nations altogeth- 
er; it went far beyond anything 
the British had requested or desir- 
ed; it was stated in terms which 
left it open to development into an 
American imperialism nearly as 
bad, in the long run, as the very 
Soviet expansionism it was de- 
signed to prevent. 

The people then went into action, 
or at any rate, that section of 
public opinion which is informed 
about international affairs. Such 
dissent as that of Mr. Wallace and 
those in his camp was expected, 
but not taken very seriously. But 

although the public has not been 
aware of it—most religious bodies 
were against the Truman policy, 
and so were most international 
organizations. Criticism came from 
some influential sources which sur- 
prised the Administration. The 
mail of certain Congressmen show- 
ed an overwhelming protest. The 
most effective criticism was the one 
that subsequently Mr. Gromyko 
chose to exploit—that such an ac- 
tion was unilateral, and, therefore, 
essentially isolationist, or in other 
words was a denial of the purpose 
and character of the UN. The fact 
that Mr. Gromyko of all people 
was hardly in a good moral posi- 
tion to take this view did not de- 
tract from the force of such reas- 
oning. 

“Doctrine” Modified 

Swift changes were proferred, 
and mainly accepted with good 
grace. If they had not been ac- 
cepted, the whole program would 
have fallen by the wayside. As a 
result, the difference between the 
original proposal] and the plan as 
it will go into use is considerable. 
The eventual dangers still remain, 
but some of the more serious con- 
sequences have been ameliorated. 
In the first place, the plan did not 
go through by March 31, the Presi- 
dent’s awful deadline, and yet the 
heavens have not fallen. The Unit- 
ed Nations not only got a formal 
if belated bow, but the Vanden- 
berg and other amendments, while 
not ag useful as their authors sup- 
posed, have at least recognized the 
need of counting on the opinion of 
world-minded and United Nations- 
minded Americans. 

Further changes came through 
quiet pressure on the Greek gov- 
ernment itself, a pressure which 
was necessitated by revealing 
facts made public by thoughtful 
observers and some of the Admini- 
stration’s own trouble shooters. 
Tsaldaris did have to express a 
willingness to have new and free 
elections. Other reforms may pos- 
sibly follow. But the most signifi- 
cant change was this: the course 
of the plan through Congress, and 
the storm of comment it aroused 
throughout the nation and the 
world, showed that the “doctrine,” 
far from being a precedent which 
the government may later extend 
without further discussion, is Only 
one step with others, each of 
which will have to be debated 
fully, with deference to the popu- 

(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


power had already destroyed Britain’s hopes of a prosperous future by 
their prolonged failure to modernize England’s industrial life, while 
they kept on squeezing the last shilling of profit out of England’s 
capitalistic system. Also the Tories failed to make any move to mod- 
ernize Empire policies to meet a twentieth century world of awaken- 
ing and rebellious colonial peoples. It seems incredible now to think 
that the Tories would not even concede this change was brewing! 

The Laborites have desperately tried to adjust to the new world 
so that, as Britain lost the political hold on the colonies, they would, 
by goodwill and cooperation with the colonial peoples, keep the trade 
ties that the Tories would have lost through violent revolt. The La- 
borites have also endeavored to accomplish the herculean task of mod- 
ernizing the British industrial system during the period of reconver- 
sion, They have chosen to do this by way of nationalization. It is hard 
to see how they could have done it any other way with the capitalis- 
tic system moribund and already in the process of disintegration. 

We believe on the other hand that the left wing press of America 
is drawing false conclusions when they argue, from these facts con- 
cerning England, that the same process is inevitable here. American 
Capitalism is full of instances of injustice, but it is also full of vigor 
and amazing skill,—in management, technical engineering, crafts- 
manship and labor. If nationalization comes bere, it will be because 
men have been so selfish and blind they deserve whatever fate befalls 
them. But for England, in terms of business engineering, there was 
hardly any other way except a quickly applied system of rigid con- 
trols and compulsory overall planning. 

But instead of nationalization failing and being abandoned in 
England, as so often implied in this country, it is much more likely 
that, as the crisis deepens, nationalization will increase and govern- 
ment controls and overall government planning will be extended. 
(The deepest point of the crisis in Britain is expected to hit about 
July and August of this year.) 

As we reported some time ago, and as is now frequently men- 
tioned in the press, there is a great shift going on in Empire policy 
from the Far East and Asia to Africa. The oil-rubber-shipping groups 
and a few other large interests of the Empire that center in the Near 
East and Asia are still considerably under the control of conserva- 
tive elements in the London investment world. The Laborites must 
compromise with these powerful conservative forces in order to get 
any cooperation with them on the general government program. 
Hence there are many things that the Laborite government has been 
involved in that are quite contradictory to its general socialist program 
and policies. But these compromises chiefly have to do with the situ- 
ation in the Near East, Palestine and the British Empire’s part in the 
wretched history of French and Dutch imperialism in their colonies. 

But in the meantime, the Laborites are busy pushing plans for the 
future “British Socialist Commonwealth,” a phrase now being used 
within Laborite official circles and one you will hear much about in 
the years ahead. Those long range plans have to do with the switching 
of the “life line of Empire” from the Mediterranean-Suez route to 
India to a direct exploitation of Africa; huge projects have already 
been quietly started in Africa,—great power developments patterned 
after our TVA. Also great agricultural projects are underway with 
much to-do about “ground nuts,’—peanuts to Americans,—huge plan- 
tations of which have already been planted. All this is of great impor- 
tance to the American mind because of its intricate and close rela- 
tionship to developments in America and throughout the world. 


Aan FASCISTS. Some months ago the Library of Con- 

gress finished a report on fascism in America. But that report 
names names, groups and corporations in such a way that congres- 
sional leaders have been keeping a tight lid on the lengthy and re- 
vealing document. An underground tug-of-war is going on through- 
out Washington over the releasing of this report. Anything that ex- 
poses who is tied up to communism is given headlines all over the 
country, but the groups (industrial and religious) that have been 
found to be tightly tied to the fascist tyrannies of Franco in Spain, 
Mussolini in Italy, Peron in Argentina are given the careful go-by 
from the FBI, Congress and the press—who are always’so hot after 
the communist. Yet conditions in Spain are as bad or worse than in 
Russia,—with Argentina not far behind,—and the world knows about 
Mussolini! 


Behind New Policy 


(continued) 


lar reaction of the American people. 

One further thing could have 
been done, and could be done even 
now. Secretary Marshall may con- 
ceivably try it. It would be a move 
for a _ point-by-point agreement 
with Russia for the extension and 
improvement of the United Na- 
tions as a means toward settle- 
ment of just such problems. Mr. 
Gromyko can’t have it both ways; 
he can’t forever stall and delay in 
the UN, and then be taken serious- 
ly when he suddenly expresses con- 
fidence in its capacity to act 
effectively in a crisis. 

Doctrine or no doctrine, the 
crux of the issue still remains the 
same. Russian expansionism with- 
out American expansionism is un- 
thinkable, because the one will 
bring on the other. American ex- 
pansionism, as for example in the 
Pacific, will not check Russian ex- 
pansionism but only give it moral 
justification. The answer lies in 
putting an end to unilateral action 
altogether, in building the United 
Nations into a force for world ad- 
justments which will keep key 
problems on an international level, 
in international hands. 


Change of Heart 


This gives you an idea of the 
changing psychology in Washing- 
ton, even in Republican circles. 
Not long ago, Senator Robert 
Taft was shouting down all pro- 
posals of government sponsored 
housing, public health and public 
welfare programs. He called them 
communistic. But, believe it or 
not, this same Mr. Taft recently 
issued a statement to the press 
and radio (many pigeon-holed it) 
that the government should spend 
about $1,000,000,000 a year on “so- 
ciaf welfare’ programs. 

Mr. Taft recommended that the 
government start off with a $625,- 
000,000 annual “social welfare” 
program, for education, health, 
housing. This, he said, should be 
split $225,000,C00 for health, $250,- 
000,000 for education and $150,- 
000,000 for housing. 

He said the government should 
help provide education, housing 
and medical care for “tne people 
who can’t get it” otherwise. ‘It’s 
no more socialistic to provide gov- 
ernment assistance to furnish 
housing than it is to give free 
medical care, as they do in every 
general hospital,” he stated. 

Anyone who made those state- 
ments a year ago in Congress 
would have been denounced by Mr. 
Taft as a socialist and communist! 


Christian Cooperation 


A unique but encouraging ex- 
ample of Christian cooperation is 
reported from Lubeck, Germany, 
where so many churches were de- 
molished during the war. At the 
present time, old St. Catherine’s 
Church, which had not been in use 
for more than 150 years, is now 
opened again and used by both 
the Catholics and the Lutherans, 
according to the Ecumenical] Press 
Service. 





